Powerstock CE VA School 
RE Intent, Implementation and Impact statement

“Learning together to be the best that we can be!”

This is our vision, as we believe as a whole school community, for each child, life should be lived in all its fullness.

“I am come that they might have life and that they might have it more abundantly”

John 10.10

Our school values are lived out and thread through our learning in RE:

Generosity : Respect : Truth : Compassion : Perseverance : Friendship
Our broad and balanced whole school curriculum, including our RE curriculum, is designed around this and our school values of Respect, Truthfulness, Generosity, Friendship, Compassion and Perseverance.

Intent

At Powerstock School, we believe that the teaching of Religious Education is vital for the development of each child as an individual. RE contributes to our children’s development; further empowering them to become tolerant, understanding citizens, who live out the British Values and who are spiritually, morally, socially and culturally literate. We believe that our children should also be able to display religious and theologically literacy. Our RE curriculum contributes to all of these essential elements of knowledge, concepts and qualities.

· Our intent is that our curriculum is broad, balanced and ambitious for all pupils. We use the Discovery Scheme combined with the Understanding Christianity resource. It is coherently planned and sequenced including a balanced mixture of Christianity (at least 50%) and world religions (Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism and Judaism with some Buddhism). Our intention is to make sure that children understand the relevance of RE in today’s modern world and how it affects our lives, and that the lessons provide a high quality, coherent and progressive experience of the subject, with scope for cross-curricular learning.
Our curriculum:

· Provokes challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, and issues of right and wrong, commitment and belonging.
· Develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, and religious traditions that examine these questions, fostering personal reflection and spiritual development.
· Encourages pupils to explore their own beliefs (religious or non-religious), in the light of what they learn, as they examine issues of religious belief and faith and how these impact on personal, institutional and social ethics; and to express their responses.
· Enables pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them flourish within their communities and as citizens in a diverse society.
· Teaches pupils to develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, and helps to challenge prejudice.
· Prompts pupils to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others, and to explore how they might contribute to their communities and to wider society.
· Encourages empathy, generosity and compassion.
· Develops a sense of awe, wonder and mystery.
· Nurtures each child’s own spiritual development.
Implementation

RE is generally taught as a discrete subject for at least an afternoon in each class weekly, with appropriate links to other curriculum areas wherever suitable. In addition, we have regular visits to our local Church for assemblies, including Christian festival celebrations throughout the year, visits into school by our Reverend Chris and occasionally from other religious representatives.  We also arrange visits to places of worship further afield and of a faith other than Christianity. Our annual trip to Salisbury Cathedral for the Leavers’ Service confirms the pupils’ understanding of places of worship and instil a sense of awe! 
By using UC and Discovery, alongside each other, we are ensuring children are given the opportunity to become religiously literate. Understanding Christianity is based upon seven core Christian concepts. Children will explore the different concepts in a range of inspiring activities as they move through the school, starting in Foundation Stage and developing a great depth of understanding by the time they reach Year 6.
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Understanding Christianity believes that not only should children show an understanding of the religious text and teachings but they should also demonstrate a deepened and more thoughtful approach to their learning and how this influences day to day life. Therefore, is based upon a three step enquiry model of teaching.
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We use a variety of teaching methods including art, music, discussion, the development of thinking skills, drama, the use of artefacts, pictures, stories, and the use of reflection.

Impact

Teachers ensure children are making progress with their learning throughout their RE. Each enquiry within Discovery and Understanding Christianity has built-in assessment. These tasks provide formal opportunities for teacher assessment of the children’s knowledge of that religion, depth of critical thinking, and ability to answer the enquiry question. This stand-alone evidence is used in conjunction with other evidence such as records of discussions and annotations from other lessons within the enquiry to assist the teacher in reaching a best-fit ‘level’ (Below, Meeting or above Age Related Expectations). Teacher assessments are an overall judgement based not only on written responses to the focus question, but also observations on how children contribute in class, the confidence and willingness with which they answer questions and share their own ideas, their use of appropriate vocabulary and their recall of appropriate links from previous learning. A class journal reveals aspects of pupil learning, understanding and application and is added to when appropriate throughout the year. An assembly journal is also kept and records pupil thoughts, questions, interpretations and understanding of aspects raised and focused on in collective worship times.
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Staff update the tracking document termly with their assessments so that the Subject Leader can assess the effectiveness of learning experiences provided. The Subject Leader also conducts pupil interviews and the link governor joins the Subject Leader on learning walks and book looks at least once a year. This enables an informed discussion and review of the subject within the school. This helps the children by enabling the Subject Leader to make informed decisions about necessary changes to any aspect of the planning, implementation and assessment of RE within the school and to update the Action Plan.

By the time pupils leave the school in Year 6, the impact of our RE teaching will be that pupils:

· Ask and offer possible answers to challenging questions about the meaning of life, beliefs, nature of reality and morality.

· Have a secure understanding and knowledge of the religions studied and be confident to answer ultimate questions.

· Have the ability to ask significant and reflective questions about religion and demonstrate a good understanding of issues relating to the nature, truth and value of religion.

· Have a sense of self, identity and belonging to flourish within the community and be responsible citizens.

· Show respect, tolerance and understanding of all religions and beliefs.

· Have a strong understanding of how the beliefs, values, practices and ways of life within any religion come together.

· The ability to link the study of religion and belief to personal reflections on meaning and purpose.

· The ability to exemplify the School’s Christian values in all aspects of life that are rooted in the teachings of the Bible.

This is summed up in our school prayer that is recited and referred to regularly.

Powerstock School Prayer

This is our school.

Let love abide here.

We know that many stones make a building but many hearts make a school.

Thank you for every person who is a part of our family.

Thank you for making us, us, for everything that we have and everything that we are.

Thank you that we are unique.

May we blossom and flourish as we grow, just like our conker tree.

Help us all to learn from each other, to support each other, and to be the best that we can

be.

Be with us and go before us day by day.

Amen.

