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Make a shaduf (like the Ancient Egyptians 
did, and still do) to move water from 

one place to another

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Egypt
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


We watched some footage of the shaduf being used and then worked 
in pairs or threes to design our own structures.

They look simple enough, 
but it didn’t prove to be 

that easy!

In fact, there are endless 
possibilit ies!

Here are some of our 
ideas…



This was Ed, Harry and Finley’s design.
The mechanism worked well and they were proud 
of the ‘resting’ posit ion of the lever, but the 
bucket posit ion would need rethinking next time!

Have a look to see what we mean!

https://youtu.be/7uh53MxNwDY


Kitty and Minka created a wonderful pivot 
to swing the water round.

Grace and 
Amelia had a 

wonderful 
pulley system 

that didn’t 
need any 

pivoting at all!

It's all about the pulleys!

Our pivoting shaduf!

https://youtu.be/khv8QReN3u8
https://youtu.be/eoaJuD0SFOs


Luca, Grace and Lucas’ design allowed the water bucket to swing underneath the structure 
as it was lif ted from the river source to water the irrigation channels behind.

See our shaduf in action!

https://youtu.be/iu6nsGLCySE


Harley and Tom designed a shaduf 
that swung forwards and 

backwards on the lever, but also 
could pivot round 360 degrees on a 

square base.
So clever!

Our giant shaduf!

https://youtu.be/J3BD-c8IDD0


We can all imagine our shadufs lining 
the banks of the Nile. Can you?


